
MATERIALE cI CERCET�RI ARHEOLOGICE (serie nouă), XXI, 2025, p. 141–156

HELLENISTIC FIBULAE AND POTTERY IN EASTERN GALATIA

Ergƺn LAFLIa, Maurizio BUORAb, Fatih HaŬan KAzAa

a �ŽŬƵǌ �Ǉlƺl hniǀeƌsiƚǇ͕ /ǌŵiƌ͕  dƺƌŬiǇe͖ eͲŵĂil͗ eƌŐƵn͘lĂŇiΛĚeƵ͘eĚƵ͘ƚƌ͕  ĨĂƟh͘ŬĂǇĂΛĚeƵ͘eĚƵ͘ƚƌ
b ^Žcieƚă &ƌiƵlĂnĂ Ěi �ƌcheŽlŽŐiĂ͕ hĚine͕ /ƚĂlǇ͖ eͲŵĂil͗ ŵbƵŽƌĂΛlibeƌŽ͘iƚ

Scriptum 
Feliceantonio Costabile

>yy// Ěieŵ nĂƚĂleŵ celebƌĂnƟ ĚicĂƚƵŵ

Keywords: >Ă dğne fibƵlĂe͕ GĂlĂƟĂn wĂƌe͕ �ƌchĂeŽlŽŐicĂl DƵseƵŵ ŽĨ �ŽƌƵŵ͕ eĂsƚeƌn cenƚƌĂl �nĂƚŽliĂ͕ GĂlĂƟĂ͕ �elƟc͕ ,ellenisƟc ƉeƌiŽĚ͕ �siĂ DinŽƌ͕  
dƺƌŬiǇe͕ ŵƵseƵŵ sƚƵĚies͕ clĂssicĂl ĂƌchĂeŽlŽŐǇ
Abstract: dhis ƉĂƉeƌ ĨŽcƵses Žn ƚhe iĚenƟficĂƟŽn ŽĨ ƚhƌee fibƵlĂe ŽĨ ƚhe DiĚĚle >Ă dğne scheŵe͕ ĂnĚ ƚhƌee ǀessels cƵƌĂƚeĚ Ăƚ ƚhe lŽcĂl ŵƵseƵŵ in 
�ŽƌƵŵ in eĂsƚeƌn cenƚƌĂl dƺƌŬiǇe͕ which weƌe ƉƵblisheĚ bǇ ZesƵl 7biƕ in ϮϬϮϭ in Ă ŵƵseƵŵ ƌeƉŽƌƚ͘ dŽ clĂƌiĨǇ ƚhe ĂssiŐnŵenƚ ŽĨ ƚhese ǀessels ƚŽ eĂsƚeƌn 
GĂlĂƟĂ͕ we fiƌsƚ sƵŵŵĂƌiseĚ whĂƚ wĂs ƉƌeǀiŽƵslǇ ŬnŽwn ĂnĚ whĂƚ wĂs ĚescƌibeĚ bǇ ƌecenƚ sƚƵĚies Žn sŽͲcĂlleĚ ͞GĂlĂƟĂn wĂƌe͘͟  /n ƚhe neǆƚ chĂƉƚeƌ͕  
we ŐƌŽƵƉeĚ ϭϰ fibƵlĂe ŽĨ ƚhe DiĚĚle ĂnĚ >Ăƚe >Ă dğne scheŵes ĨƌŽŵ dƺƌŬiǇe inƚŽ ƚwŽ ƚǇƉŽlŽŐicĂl ŐƌŽƵƉs ĂnĚ cŽnƚeǆƚƵĂliseĚ ƚhe �ŽƌƵŵ fibƵlĂe ĂŵŽnŐ 
Žƚheƌ ,ellenisƟc eǆĂŵƉles ĨƌŽŵ �siĂ DinŽƌ͘  /n cŽnclƵsiŽn͕ Žne cĂn see ƚhĂƚ ƚhe nƵŵbeƌ ŽĨ sƵch finĚs cŽnnecƟnŐ eĂsƚeƌn GĂlĂƟĂ ƚŽ sŽŵe cŽnƚeŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ 
ŵĂƚeƌiĂl in cŽnƟnenƚĂl �ƵƌŽƉe is incƌeĂsinŐ͘ 

Cuvinte-cheie: >Ă dğne fibƵlĂe͕ Žbiecƚe Ěin GĂlĂƟĂ͕ DƵǌeƵl Ěe ĂƌheŽlŽŐie Ěin �ŽƌƵŵ͕ esƚƵl �nĂƚŽliei cenƚƌĂle͕ GĂlĂƟĂ͕ ƉeƌiŽĂĚĉ celƟcĉ͕ ƉeƌiŽĂĚĉ elenisƟcĉ͕ 
�siĂ Dicĉ͕ dƵƌciĂ͕ sƚƵĚii ŵƵǌeĂle͕ ĂƌheŽlŽŐie clĂsicĉ
Rezumat: 2n ĂceĂsƚĉ lƵcƌĂƌe͕ ĂccenƚƵl esƚe ƉƵs Ɖe iĚenƟficĂƌeĂ Ă ƚƌei fibƵle Ěin scheŵĂ >Ă dğne DiũlŽcie͕ ƉƌecƵŵ ƕi Ă ƚƌei ǀĂse cŽnseƌǀĂƚe lĂ ŵƵǌeƵl lŽcĂl 
Ěin �ŽƌƵŵ͕ Šn ǌŽnĂ cenƚƌĂlͲesƟcĉ Ă dƵƌciei͕ ƉƵblicĂƚe Ěe ZesƵl 7biƕ Šn ϮϬϮϭ ŠnƚƌͲƵn ƌĂƉŽƌƚ Ăl ŵƵǌeƵlƵi͘ WenƚƌƵ Ă clĂƌificĂ ĂƚƌibƵiƌeĂ ĂcesƚŽƌ ǀĂse GĂlĂƟei Ěe 
�sƚ͕ Ăŵ ƌeǌƵŵĂƚ ŵĂi Šnƚąi ceeĂ ce se ƕƟĂ ĂnƚeƌiŽƌ ƕi eƌĂ Ěescƌis Ěe sƚƵĚii ƌecenƚe ĂsƵƉƌĂ ĂƕĂͲnƵŵiƚei ͣceƌĂŵici ŐĂlĂƟce͘͟  2n cĂƉiƚŽlƵl ƵƌŵĉƚŽƌ͕  Ăŵ ŐƌƵƉĂƚ 
ϭϰ fibƵle Ěin scheŵele >Ă dğne DiũlŽcie ƕi dąƌǌie Ěin dƵƌciĂ Šn ĚŽƵĉ ŐƌƵƉƵƌi ƟƉŽlŽŐice ƕi Ăŵ cŽnƚeǆƚƵĂliǌĂƚ fibƵlele Ěin �ŽƌƵŵ Ɖƌinƚƌe Ălƚe fibƵle elenisƟce 
Ěin �siĂ Dicĉ͘ 2n cŽnclƵǌie͕ se ƉŽĂƚe ŽbseƌǀĂ cĉ nƵŵĉƌƵl ƵnŽƌ Ăsƞel Ěe ĚescŽƉeƌiƌi cĂƌe leĂŐĉ GĂlĂƟĂ Ěe esƚƵl Ɯĉƌii cƵ Ƶnele ŵĂƚeƌiĂle cŽnƚeŵƉŽƌĂne 
Ěin �ƵƌŽƉĂ cŽnƟnenƚĂlĉ esƚe Šn cƌeƕƚeƌe͘

1. INTRODUCTION: FIBULAE OF THE MIDDLE LA TÈNE 
SCHEME IN ASIA MINOR

In a recent paper, Resul 7biș presented numerous 
formerly unpublished artefacts preserved in the 
Archaeological Museum of �orum in the eastern part 
of central modern-day TƺrŬiye1 (Map 1). Among the 
illustrated objects, we consider the fibulae of the Middle 
La Tğne scheme, aƩributed to the Galatians and three 
contemporary ceramic vessels. 

La Tğne metalworŬ in bronze, iron and gold, generally 
believed to have developed technologically out of HallstaƩ 
culture, is also stylistically characterized by elaborate 
clasps, i.e., fibulae, and, according to certain scholars, some 
of these fibulae are associated with Celts. It was believed 
that the Galatians were a Celtic people dwelling in Galatia, 
a region of central Anatolia surrounding AnŬara during the 
Hellenistic period. However, neither the HallstaƩ culture 
nor the La Tğne culture can be eƋuated with the definition 

1 7biş 2021. The museum was inaugurated on 13th of October 1968.

of ͞Celts”2. Only a few such objects have so far been found 
in Asia Minor, which have commonly been understood as 
indicative of Galatian presence in central Anatolia, and at 
times even of continued cultural exchange with the Celts 
from Europe. Since the 19th century, the history of the Celts 
in Asia Minor has been studied numerous times, beginning 

2 For the complex subject of Celts, their archaeology in Galatia and 
archaeological finds of Galatia during the Hellenistic period, cf., 
among others, Batman 2024; e.g. �oşŬun 2014 and 2022; Parachaud 
2018 and 2020; Xie 2016; PŬse 2021; Norton 2013; Campbell 2009; 
zƂrƺŬan 2009; Ulusoy 2006; e.g. Strobel 1996, 2002, 2007a, 2007b, 
2009; BocŬius 1991; Mƺller-Karpe 1988, 2006; Nixon 1977. As focused 
in our present paper, La Tğne artefacts in Hellenistic Asia Minor as a 
problematic criterion for determining the ethnic identity(ies) of the 
Galatians have already been addressed by Altay �oşŬun in 2014 both 
historically and archaeologically (�oşŬun 2014). This paper argues that 
not a single La Tğne fibula can be aƩributed to an individual bearer 
among the three major Galatian tribes; geographical and chronological 
implications rather point to mercenaries recruited from eastern Europe 
by AƩalus I (ca. 240–197 BC) or later Hellenistic Ŭings (p. 138–139). 
Cf. also Strobel 2009, p. 118, note 5; Mƺller-Karpe 1988, p. 192–195 
with a map of findspots of the La Tğne fibulae and gems in Anatolia; 
Darbyshire et alii 2000, p. 83. 




