
MATERIALE cI CERCET�RI ARHEOLOGICE (serie nouă), XXI, 2025, p. 157–168

ANCIENT GREEK, ROMAN AND BYZANTINE 
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Abstract: dhis ĂƌƟcle eǆĂŵines ƚhe hisƚŽƌicĂl ĚeǀelŽƉŵenƚ ĂnĚ cŽŵŵŽn ĨŽƌŵs ŽĨ ŐlĂss Žbũecƚs ƉƌŽĚƵceĚ in ƚhe �Ăsƚeƌn DeĚiƚeƌƌĂneĂn ĂnĚ ƚhe ZŽŵĂn 
�ŵƉiƌe͘ � ƚŽƚĂl ŽĨ ϭϰϲ Ɖieces Ăƌe ƉƌesenƚeĚ͘ dhe eĂƌliesƚ eǆĂŵƉles ŽĨ ŐlĂss Ăƌe ƚhe ĂlĂbĂsƚƌŽn ĂnĚ ĂŵƉhŽƌisŬŽs ĨŽƌŵs͕ which weƌe ƵseĚ Ăs ƉeƌĨƵŵe 
cŽnƚĂineƌs inŇƵenceĚ bǇ GƌeeŬ ƉŽƩeƌǇ͘ dhese ŐlĂss Žbũecƚs ŐeneƌĂllǇ hĂǀe blƵe lŽweƌ ƉĂƌƚs͕ wiƚh eǆceƉƟŽns sƵch Ăs ƚhŽse ĨƌŽŵ �ĚĂnĂ ƚhĂƚ hĂǀe whiƚe 
lŽweƌ ƉĂƌƚs͘ �ƵƌinŐ ƚhe ,ellenisƟc ƉeƌiŽĚ͕ ŐlĂss ĨƌŽŵ ƚhe �Ăsƚeƌn DeĚiƚeƌƌĂneĂn͕ ƉĂƌƟcƵlĂƌlǇ ĨƌŽŵ �ǇƉƌƵs͕ wĂs ƉƌŽĚƵceĚ ĂnĚ sƉƌeĂĚ ƚŽ ǀĂƌiŽƵs Žƚheƌ 
ƌeŐiŽns ŽĨ ƚhe DeĚiƚeƌƌĂneĂn͘ �ƚ ƚhe ĂĚǀenƚ ŽĨ ƚhe ZŽŵĂn ƉeƌiŽĚ͕ ŐlĂss ƉƌŽĚƵcƟŽn hĂĚ becŽŵe ŵŽƌe cŽncenƚƌĂƚeĚ in lŽcĂl cenƚeƌs͕ wiƚh bĂlsĂŵĂƌiĂ 
ƵseĚ in ĨƵneƌĂl ƌiƚes ƉlĂǇinŐ Ă siŐnificĂnƚ ƌŽle͘ �lƚhŽƵŐh ƚhese ŐlĂss Žbũecƚs shŽw ƌeŐiŽnĂl Ěiīeƌences͕ ƚheǇ weƌe ƉƌiŵĂƌilǇ ƵseĚ Ăs ƉeƌĨƵŵe ĂnĚ essence 
cŽnƚĂineƌs͘ dhe ĂƌƟcle ĚeƚĂils ƚhe ƉƌŽĚƵcƟŽn cenƚeƌs͕ ĂesƚheƟc ĨeĂƚƵƌes͕ ĂnĚ ƌeŐiŽnĂl ĚisƚƌibƵƟŽn ŽĨ ƚhese ŐlĂsses͕ sheĚĚinŐ liŐhƚ Žn ƚhe hisƚŽƌicĂl 
cŽnƚeǆƚ ŽĨ Ăncienƚ ŐlĂss ƉƌŽĚƵcƟŽn͘

Cuvinte-cheie: ƉeƌiŽĂĚĂ ĂƌhĂicĉ͕ ƉeƌiŽĂĚĂ elenisƟcĉ͕ ƉeƌiŽĂĚĂ ƌŽŵĂnĉ͕ ĂlĂbĂsƚƌŽn͕ ĂŵƉhŽƌisŬŽs͕ sƟclĉ
Rezumat: �cesƚ ĂƌƟcŽl eǆĂŵineĂǌĉ ĚeǌǀŽlƚĂƌeĂ isƚŽƌicĉ ƕi ĨŽƌŵele cŽŵƵne Ăle ŽbiecƚelŽƌ Ěe sƟclĉ ƉƌŽĚƵse Šn �sƚƵl DeĚiƚeƌĂnei ƕi Šn /ŵƉeƌiƵl ƌŽŵĂn͘ 
^Ƶnƚ ƉƌeǌenƚĂƚe ϭϰϲ Ěe Ɖiese͘ �ele ŵĂi ǀechi Žbiecƚe Ěin sƟclĉ sƵnƚ cele ƌeƉƌeǌenƚĂƚe Ěe ĂlĂbĂsƚƌŽn ƕi ĂŵƉhŽƌisŬŽs͕ ĨŽlŽsiƚe ƉenƚƌƵ ƉĉsƚƌĂƌeĂ ƉĂƌĨƵŵƵlƵi͕ 
ĨŽƌŵe inŇƵenƜĂƚe Ěe ceƌĂŵicĂ ŐƌeceĂscĉ͘ �cesƚe Žbiecƚe Ěe sƟclĉ Ɖƌeǌinƚĉ͕ Šn ŐeneƌĂl͕ Šn ƉĂƌƚeĂ inĨeƌiŽĂƌĉ Ž cƵlŽĂƌe ĂlbĂsƚƌĉ͕ eǆceƉƜie ĨĉcąnĚ cele 
Ěe lĂ �ĚĂnĂ cĂƌe ĂƵ Ž cƵlŽĂƌe Ălbĉ͘ 2n ƟŵƉƵl ƉeƌiŽĂĚei elenisƟce͕ sƟclĂ Ěin �sƚƵl DeĚiƚeƌĂnei͕ Šn sƉeciĂl ceĂ Ěin �iƉƌƵ͕ esƚe ƉƌŽĚƵsĉ ƕi se ƌĉsƉąnĚeƕƚe 
ƕi Šn Ălƚe ƌeŐiƵni Ăle Dĉƌii DeĚiƚeƌĂne͘ 2n ƟŵƉƵl ƉeƌiŽĂĚei ƌŽŵĂne͕ ƉƌŽĚƵcƜiĂ Ěe sƟclĉ Ž Őĉsiŵ ŵĂi ŵƵlƚ cŽncenƚƌĂƚĉ Šn cenƚƌele lŽcĂle͕ ǀĂsele Ěe ƟƉ 
balsamarium ĨŽlŽsiƚe Šn ƌiƚƵĂlƵƌile ĨƵneƌĂƌe ũƵcąnĚ Ƶn ƌŽl seŵnificĂƟǀ͘ �eƕi Ăcesƚe Žbiecƚe Ěin sƟclĉ Ɖƌeǌinƚĉ ĚiĨeƌenƜe ƌeŐiŽnĂle͕ ele ĂƵ ĨŽsƚ ĨŽlŽsiƚe Šn 
sƉeciĂl cĂ ƌeciƉienƚe ƉenƚƌƵ ƉĂƌĨƵŵƵƌi ƕi esenƜe͘ �ƌƟcŽlƵl Ěe ĨĂƜĉ Ɖƌeǌinƚĉ ĚeƚĂlii ƌeĨeƌiƚŽĂƌe lĂ cenƚƌele Ěe ƉƌŽĚƵcƜie͕ ƚƌĉsĉƚƵƌile esƚeƟce ƕi ĚisƚƌibƵƜiĂ 
ƌeŐiŽnĂlĉ Ă ŽbiecƚelŽƌ Ěin sƟclĉ͕ ĂĚƵcąnĚ Ƶn ƉlƵs Ěe inĨŽƌŵĂƜii ĚesƉƌe cŽnƚeǆƚƵl isƚŽƌic Ăl ƉƌŽĚƵceƌii sƟclei Ěin cele ŵĂi ǀechi ƟŵƉƵƌi͘ 

INTRODUCTION

Glass, as a valuable material used for both aesthetic 
and functional purposes in antiƋuity, carries traces of 
cultural interactions between civilizations. Especially 
in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Roman Empire, 
glass objects had a wide range of uses, from daily life to 
funeral rites. This article aims to examine the historical 
development and various forms of glass production in 
the region, providing information about the production 
centers, techniƋues used, and aesthetic values. Through 
glass examples from Adana and its surroundings, significant 
data will be obtained regarding the artistic and craft 
understanding of the period. Beginning with some of the 
earliest glass forms such as alabastron and amphorisŬos, 
which were used as perfume containers, this research 
will also discuss local glass production during the Roman 
Empire and its spread across the Mediterranean world.

ARCHAIC PERIOD GLASSES

Here is a small anthology of the most common glass 
forms found in the region. The oldest glasses include an 

alabastron and an amphorisŬos made with a friable core. 
These containers held scented oils and were miniaturized 
imitations of larger GreeŬ ceramic vessels. The forms are 
typically GreeŬ; only an alabastron and an amphorisŬos 
are presented here. Fragments of around one hundred 
vessels with friable cores have been found at Gordion1. In 
most cases, the vessels in this group have a blue base, but 
here, there is also one with a white base. The reason the 
worŬshops that produced these items ceased operations 
around 400 BC is unŬnown2.

HELLENISTIC PERIOD GLASSES

In time, Eastern Mediterranean glasses became more 
freƋuent in what is now southeastern TurŬey. Almost half of 
the Ŭnown alabastra are found in Cyprus3. Their places of 
discovery are concentrated in the Eastern Mediterranean 
(GreeŬ world) and the island of Rhodes. They represent 
also evidence of the interactions between the GreeŬs and 
the Persians who ruled Asia Minor, but they are widely 

1 Duncan :ones 2005, p. 103.
2 Stern, SchlicŬ-Nolte 1994, p. 38.
3 Stern, SchlicŬ-Nolte 1994, p. 232.
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