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Abstract: Poenari Fortress is the most impressive monument of medieval military architecture in Wallachia, with an
exceptional position, located on a rocky peak with steep slopes, rising above the valley of the Arges River. The initial core
of the fortification is a tower (donjon) of approximately square plan, which was later surrounded by a courtyard flanked
by semi-circular towers. The structural difference between the two construction phases is obvious and is often noted — the
square tower was built entirely of stone, while both the curtain walls and the semi-circular towers were built of stone and
brick. The two main construction phases archaeologically revealed during the extensive excavations of 1968-1970, when
the first restoration of the monument was carried out, were dated to the first half of the 14" century and the middle of
the 15% century. In the second half of the 16" century, the fortification ceased to be functional. In November 2023, a new
renovation project of the fortress was carried out, and a short archaeological campaign was conducted, focusing only on
the interior of the donjon, the oldest part of the fortification. This excavation, although extremely limited and complicated
by many factors, allowed several observations that completed the data known from the earlier research. In the central
southern part of the tower, a roughly quadrangular pit was discovered, neatly carved into the native rock on which the
tower was built. In its filling were found two ceramic fragments, two iron nails, an arrowhead, and a gold coin, issued by
Johannes of Hunyadi in 1446. Inside the tower, 18 ceramic fragments, three nails and 22 animal bones were also found.
The presence of the gold coin at the Poenari fortress has a special significance, the complex carved into the rock in the
keep tower could be considered a hiding place. This confirms the hypothesis, based on 1509 foreign source, that Poenari
fortress served as a storage place for the royal treasure or part of it.
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Rezumat: Cetatea Poenari este cel mai impresionant monument de arhitecturd militard medievald din Tara Romdneascd,
beneficiind de o pozitie de exceptie, pe un védrf stdncos cu pante abrupte, care se inaltd deasupra vdii rGului Arges.
Nucleul initial al fortificatiei il constituie un turn (donjon), de plan aproximativ pétrat, inconjurat, intr-o etapd ulterioard,
de o curtind flancatd de turnuri semicirculare. Deosebirea structurald intre cele doud faze constructive este evidentd,
fiind remarcatd in dese randuri — turnul pdtrat a fost clddit numai din piatrd, in vreme ce, pentru curtine si turnurile
semicirculare, s-a utilizat atdt piatra, cat, mai ales, cdrdmida. Cele doud faze constructive principale, identificate arheologic
in urma sdpdturilor extinse din anii 1968-1970, cdnd s-a realizat si prima restaurare a monumentului, au fost datate in
prima jumdtate a secolului al XIV-lea, respectiv la mijlocul secolului al XV-lea, in cea de-a doua parte a veacului al XVI-lea
fortificatia pierzdndu-si functionalitatea. Cu ocazia deruldrii unui nou proiect de renovare a cetdtii, in noiembrie 2023, s-a
desfdsurat o scurtd campanie arheologicd, care a vizat doar interiorul turnului donjon, partea cea mai veche a fortificatiei.
Aceastd sdpdturd, desi extrem de limitatd si conditionatd de numerosi factori, a permis obtinerea mai multor observatii,
in completarea datelor cunoscute din vechile cercetdri. In partea central sudicd a turnului, s-a descoperit o groapd de
formd aproximativ patrulaterd, cioplitd ingrijit in sténca nativd pe care s-a zidit turnul. In umplutura acesteia s-au gdsit
doud fragmente ceramice, doud cuie de fier, un varf de sdgeatd si o monedd de aur, emisd de lancu de Hunedoara in anul
1446. In interiorul turnului au mai fost descoperite: 18 fragmente ceramice, trei cuie si 22 de oase de animale. Prezenta
monedei de aur la cetatea Poenari are o semnificatie aparte, sugerdnd rolul de tainitd pentru complexul cioplit in sténcd
din turnul donjon. Se confirmd astfel ipoteza, bazatd pe mentiunea unui izvor strdin din anul 1509, potrivit cdruia cetatea
Poenari a servit ca loc de depozitare a tezaurului domnesc sau a unei pdrti a acestuia.
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