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The purpose of this study1 is to analyse and discuss 
several ceramic vessels and fragments, located in the 
collection of the Botoșani County Museum, focusing mainly 
on the vessels with painted zoomorphic representations. 
The vessels with zoomorphic decoration raise Ƌuestions 
regarding the themes represented, the animals preferred 
by the Cucuteni poƩers, as well as their possible symbolic 
associations and meanings. These artifacts, discovered 
five decades ago, some of which were already Ŭnown, are 
introduced in the literature, oīering new perspectives and 
images updated according to current standards. Our study 
also aims to explore the position of the animals on these 
uniƋue vessels, paying special aƩention to the context of 
the discoveries.

1 A less detailed version of this paper has been published in Romanian 
in: S.-C.Enea, F.-A. Tencariu, A. Asăndulesei, C.-C. Lazanu (eds.), K iniŵĉ 
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Most of the vessels discussed here were discovered at 
two sites in Botoșani County: ctefănești – ^ƚąncĂ �ŽĂŵnei
(phase B1 of the Cucuteni culture) and ctefănești – ^ƚąƌceĂ
(phase B2 of the same culture), both investigated in 1974 
by archaeologists Anton Nițu (Institute of Archaeology 
in Iași) and Paul cadurschi (Botoșani County Museum). 
Although some of these discoveries have been published, 
some important details about them are missing from the 
reports. Also, in general, the authors of the excavations 
avoided discussing and interpreting the zoomorphic 
representations on the Cucuteni ceramics. 

Another case is, in fact, a re-evaluation of the 
decoration on a vessel discovered in the 1950s at Trușești – 
fƵŐƵieƚĂ, Botoșani County. We also discuss two vessels 
found in 1960 at the Hănești – >Ă /Ăǌ site (the official 
name of the site is Slobozia Hănești – >Ă GƌĂũĚƵƌi) and an 
unpublished vessel with zoomorphic decoration, part of 
the old collections of the Săveni Archaeological Museum. 




