ACADEMIA ROMANA
INSTITUTUL DE ARHEOLOGIE ,VASILE PARVAN"

MATERIALE SI CERCETARI

ARHEOLOGICE

SERIE NOUA
NR. XXI, 2025

EDITURA ACADEMIEI ROMANE



Colegiul de redactie

Dr. STEFAN ALEXANDROV (National Institute of Archaeology and Museum, Sofia), Dr. SANDA BALESCU (Université des
Sciences et Technologies de Lille, Laboratoire de Préhistoire et Quaternaire, CNRS, France), Dr. CONSTANTIN BAJENARU
(Muzeul de Istorie Nationald si Arheologie Constanta), Dr. RADU BAJENARU (Institutul de Arheologie ,Vasile Parvan”,
Bucuresti), Dr. LUMINITA BEJENARU (Universitatea ,,Alexandru loan Cuza” lasi; Centrul de Antropologie ,Olga Necrasov”
al Academiei Romane - Filiala lasi), Prof. Dr. CLIVE BONSALL (University of Edinburgh, U.K.), Prof. Dr. NIKOLAUS BOROFFKA
(Deutsches Archaologisches Institut — Eurasien Abteilung, Berlin, Germany), Dr. PIERRE DUPONT (Université de Lyon, CNRS,
France), Dr. UWE FIEDLER (Berlin, Germany), Dr. RADU HARHOIU (Institutul de Arheologie ,Vasile Parvan”, Bucuresti),
Dr. DOMINIC MOREAU (Université de Lille, Centre de recherche HALMA-UMR 8164, France), Dr. CORIOLAN OPREANU
(Institutul de Arheologie si Istoria Artei, Cluj-Napoca), Prof. Dr. ANNIE RENOUX (Université du Maine, Le Mans),
Dr. ALEXANDER RUBEL (Institutul de Arheologie, lasi), Dr. VIORICA RUSU-BOLINDET (Muzeul National de Istorie a Transilvaniei,
Cluj-Napoca), Dr. ANGELA SIMALCSIK (Centrul de Antropologie ,Olga Necrasov” al Academiei Romane — Filiala lasi),
Academician VICTOR SPINEI (Institutul de Arheologie, lasi), Prof. Dr. ERIK TRINKAUS (Department of Anthropology,
Washington University), Prof. Dr. ALAIN TUFFREAU (Université des Sciences et Technologies de Lille, Laboratoire de
Préhistoire et Quaternaire, CNRS, France)

Comitetul de redactie

ROXANA DOBRESCU — redactor-sef
ADRIAN IONITA - redactor-sef adjunct

IRINA ACHIM, ADINA BORONEANT, MIRCEA DABICA, ADRIAN DOBOS, RADU-ALEXANDRU DRAGOMAN, ANDREI
MAGUREANU, LIANA OTA, ADRIANA PANAITE, DANIEL SPANU, VLAD VINTILA ZIRRA — membri

DANA COSTIN, MADALINA MIHAILA — secretare de redactie

OFELIA COSMAN, SILVIU ILIUTA — prelucrare ilustratie si tehnoredactare

PIERRE DUPONT (limba francezda), ROXANA DOBRESCU (limba francezd), CLIVE BONSALL (limba englezd), ADINA
BORONEANT (limba engleza) — consultanti limbi strdine

ROMEO CiRJAN — design coperts

www.mcajournal.ro
Orice corespondenta se va trimite Comitetului de redactie pe adresa: Str. Henri Coanda nr. 11, 010667 Bucuresti,
tel./fax 4021 212 88 62 si iab.redactie@gmail.ro.

Toate lucrarile publicate in revista Materiale si Cercetdri Arheologice sunt recenzate de specialisti in domeniu.
(peer-reviewed journal)
Revista Materiale si Cercetdri Arheologice este indexata in urmatoarele baze de date:
Persée, Copernicus, ERIH PLUS, Scopus, CEEOL, EBSCO si DOAJ.

Redactori Editura Academiei Romane: ADRIAN MIRCEA DOBRE
Tehnoredactor Editura Academiei Romane: MARIANA MOCANU

Revista se poate procura contracost la sediul EDITURII ACADEMIEI ROMANE, Calea 13 Septembrie nr. 13, sector 5,050711,
Bucuresti, Romania; tel. 4021-318 8146, 4021-318 8106, Fax 4021-318 2444, e-mail: edacad@ear.ro, periodice@ear.ro

ORION PRESS IMPEX 2000 S.R.L., P.O. Box 77-19, Bucuresti, Romania, Tel./Fax: 4021-610 6765, 4021-210 6787,
Tel.: 0311 044 668, e-mail: office@orionpress.ro.

S.C.MANPRESS DISTRIBUTION S.R.L., Piata Presei Libere nr. 1, Corp B, Etaj 3, Cam. 301-302, sector 1, Bucuresti, Romania,
tel./fax: 4021-314 6339, e-mail: abonamente@manpres.ro, office@manpres.ro, www.romanianjournals.com.

DEREX COM S.R.L., e-mail: derex_com@yahoo.com.

© 2025, EDITURA ACADEMIEI ROMANE



SUMAR / SOMMAIRE / CONTENTS

PALEOLITIC / PALEOLITHIQUE / PALAEOLITHIC
Adrian DOBOS
Scurta viata fericitd a lui Australanthropus OItENIENSIS .............ccccueeeveeiiiieiiiiiiieeeeeeee et 5
The short happy life of Australanthropus olteniensis

ENEOLITIC / ENEOLITHIQUE / ENEOLITHIC

Raluca KOGALNICEANU

A rhomboidal clay plate from lepuresti — La Islaz (GIUrgiu COUNLY) .......cooouieeiiiiieeeciiee e 11
Adela KOVACS, Constantin APARASCHIVEI
Vessels with zoomorphic painted decoration in the collections of the Botosani County Museum ............ 19

EPOCA BRONZULUI / 'AGE DU BRONZE / BRONZE AGE

Monica MARGARIT, Pavel MIREA
Patinele din os: analiza comparativa a unor piese arheologice si etnografice ........cccooeeieeiieiiiiiieecciieees 57
Bone skates: a comparative study of archaeological and ethnographical artefacts

Alin FRINCULEASA, Octav NEGREA, Eduard GHINEA
Tumuli preistorici cercetati in anul 2024 in localitatea Paulesti (jud. Prahova).......ccccceeeveeeiiiieeecciee e, 69
Prehistoric burial mounds investigated in 2024 in Paulesti (Prahova County)

Gabriel VASILE
Tnmormantari tumulare pre-Yamnaya — Yamnaya recent descoperite in Cimpia Romana, la Paulesti
(jud. Prahova). Analiza antroPOlOZICa ....cc.uviieeiuiiie ettt ettt e et e e et e e e st e e e e eabe e e eeaseeeesaaaeaens 97
Recently investigated pre-Yamnaya — Yamnaya mound burials from Pdulesti (Prahova County) in the
Romanian Plain. An anthropological study

EPOCA FIERULUI / UAGE DU FER / IRON AGE

Dragos MANDESCU, 1 Florin MOTEI

ntre lumi si intre epoci. Mormantul unui calaret razboinic in sud-estul Transilvaniei............ccccoceeueeuenee.. 107
Between worlds and between ages. A raider burial in south-eastern Transylvania

Daniel SPANU
About the sinuous fibulae (Geschweifte fibeln) in ROMaNIa ........cceeeiiiieiiiiee e 123

EPOCA GREACA / EPOQUE GRECQUE / GREEK PERIOD

Pierre DUPONT, Alexandre BARALIS, Alexey GOTSEV, Emil NANKOV, Vyara PETROVA, Tsvetelina SLAVKOVA

The assumed “Pistiros” emporion. Preliminary inquiries about its trade purveyors...........cccoceeveverneennnen. 133
Erglin LAFLI, Maurizio BUORA, Fatih Hakan KAYA

Hellenistic fibulae and pottery in Eastern Galatia ........cc.eieieciiee i 141



EPOCA ROMANA / EPOQUE ROMAINE / ROMAN PERIOD

Alev CETINGOZ

Ancient Greek, Roman and Byzantine glass works from CiliCia........ccccviveiiieiriiiecniie e 157
Yavuz YEGIN
A ring with a gemstone depicting Hermaphrodite from the Balgat tomb in Ankara........ccccceccvveeeeieeennneen. 169

Isik ADAK ADIBELLI, Erkan ALKAGC
Certain amphora groups from the Roman Baths and the Olive Market of Tarsus: Sinope, Shelov Type D
oL =TT T O TSRS PPN 175

Theodor ISVORANU
Monede din perioada romana provenite din vechile sapaturi arheologice de la Romula .........cccccccuveeeee 183
Roman coins from the early archaeological excavations at Romula

Bianca-Elena GRIGORAS, Adriana PANAITE
Cooking wares from TroPa@UM Trai@Ni. .. ..eeceeeiueerieeiieeeit ettt sttt se e st e se e st e e sbeesabeesneesareesaneenane 197

EPOCA MIGRATIILOR / EPOQUE DES MIGRATIONS / MIGRATION PERIOD

Silviu ENE, Talida RADU, Alin DIACONU, Stefan MARIS
Descoperiri arheologice pe traseul autostrazii A7 Ploiesti-Buzau. Cercetarea preventiva a sitului
Conduratu 1 (km 19+350 — 20+750). Campania 2022—2023.......c..eeevueerireeriueesreesireesreessseessesessseesseessseeses 239
Archaeological investigations on the A7 Motorway (Ploiesti-Buzau): preventive research at Conduratu
Site 1 (km 19+350 — 20+750), 2022—-2023 season.
Erwin GALL, Réka FULOP, Szabolcz NAGY
From the Central Region towards the peripheries. A chronological analysis of a prestige good —
the mount ornamented SABrEtAChE .......ccoo it s 291
Tiberiu VASILESCU, Dorin SARBU, Erwin GALL, Gabriel VASILE
Nomazi si nomadism Tn Campia Romana? Mormintele din secolele X=XII de la Cioceni — tumul,
[T TR = =1 o1 - SRS 315
Nomads and nomadism in the Romanian Plain? The 10%-12%" burials of Cioceni — Burial Mound
(Prahova County)

EPOCA MEDIEVALA / EPOQUE MEDIEVALE / MIDDLE AGES

Adrian IONITA

Date noi despre cetatea POENAri (JUO. ArZES)....cciiuieeieiiiieciieeeciteeeeitree e esree e e staee e e streesssaeeesaseaeessraeesnnnns 341
New data on the Poenari fortress (Arges County)

David BACIU
Notd asupra materialului faunistic de la Cetatea POENaAri.......c..uviiieiiiiiice e 363

Note on the faunal assemblage from the Poenari Fortress
Daniela MARCU ISTRATE, Gabriel IZDRAILA, Sebastian DOBROTA
Cetatea Fagaras — cercetari arheologice pe latura de sud-est a incintei exterioare (cladirea corpului
(o (=T (o I~ ) USRS 367
Fagaras Fortress — Archaeological research in the south-eastern area of the outer ward (the guardhouse)

RECENZIl / COMPTES RENDUS / BOOK REVIEWS

Radostaw Liwoch, Matgorzata Wawer, Dakowie nad gérnym Dniestrem. Eponimiczne cmentarzysko kultury
Lipickiej w Lipicy Gornej (Ukraina)/The Dacians on the Upper Dniester. The eponymic cemetery of the
Lipitsa Culture in Verhna Lipica (Ukraine), Tom XIV, seria Biblioteca Muzeului de Arheologie din Cracovia,
Cracovia, 2024, 402 pagini, 163 figuri, ISBN: 978-83-911543—-4-2 (seria), ISBN: 978-83-956157-9-5

(oY a0) P LY E Lo F= I VT o I TSR 419
loan Marian Tiplic, Putere si religie in Transilvania, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Mega, 2024, 424 pagini,
ISBN: 978-606-020-860-0 (RAIUCA POSTOIEA) ...eeeeiviieieiiiie ettt e et e e et e e e st e e e enne e e e nnneas 420

Abrevieri / Abréviations / ADBIEVIAtIONS.............ocuiiiiiiiiiiieiecee ettt e et e et e e e e st e s etaeeaeessreeeteeans 425



EPOCA GREACA / EPOQUE GRECQUE / GREEK PERIOD

THE ASSUMED “PISTIROS” EMPORION.
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Abstract: Preliminary inquiries about the assumption of preferential trade relations between Thracian hinterland and Apollonia Pontica.

Cuvinte-cheie: ,Pistiros”, Bulgaria, hinterland tracic, emporion grec, relatii comerciale, epocd elenisticd
Rezumat: Anchetd preliminard asupra presupuselor relatii comerciale preferentiale dintre ,,Pistiros” si Apollonia Pontica.

Located right in the heart of the Thracian hinterland,
the Vetren settlement, at first identified as possibly
corresponding to the one of ancient Pistiros? on the basis
of a Greek inscription discovered in the close vicinity, soon
afterwards proved to be ambiguous?. For lack of conclusive
epigraphical sources*, excavation campaigns have brought
to light a rather diversified range of ceramic finds of Greek
type, the determination of origin(s) of which would allow to
get a concise idea of its main trade purveyors, either issued
from the North-Aegean littoral or from the West-Pontic
shoreline, as suggested by the mention of one Apollonia
within the text of the sibylline inscription, thus allowing to
identify this Euxine port of trade as the possible founder
of far inland assumed “Pistiros”.

So, we have no choice but to deal with locally
excavated archaeological finds, at least with those of
well-identified places of manufacture, best suited to settle
individually between the two involved geographical poles.
For that purpose, we had recourse to XRF-analyses of
discriminating varieties of ceramic samples, in order to
compare the chemical data between finds from Vetren
-name of the nearest modern site- on one side and its
two assumed main suppliers on the other one, viz. both
Northern Aegean and West-Pontic shoreline centered

! Study started under the guidance of the Mission Archéologique
Frangaise d’Apollonia Pontica, headed by Dr. A. Baralis, Musée du
Louvre.

2 See Loukopoulou 1999, p. 371; Gotzev 2019.

3 See Chankowski 2010 and 2012; Bouzek, Domaradzka 2013, p. 22-24.

4 On the “Pistiros” inscription, see Pistiros | (1996), p. 205; Bravo,
Chankowski 1999; Bouzek, Domaradzka 2013, p. 22-24.

on Apollonia®. For each variety of selected ceramic finds,
the results of data processing will be summarized in a
dendrogramme.

In spite of the persistent uncertainty about the very
appellation of the site, the range of manufactured items
excavated there might have been delivered, either from
the North-Aegean littoral through waterway via the Hebros
course® or overland via the Nestos valley and the Rhodope
mountains’; or overland from the Burgas gulf according
to the supporters of an Apollonian origin. In order to
test it, the archaeometrical process at first consisted,
on selected samples, in testing the presence among
the finds from the assumed “Pistiros” of specimens of
ceramic products attributed to regional workshops of the
Apollonia-Mesambria area.

For that purpose, three categories of ceramic
products were preselected, viz. : 1) one variant of transport

° The preliminary archaeometrical results presented here fit with those
formerly obtained on a small disparate sample of pottery finds from
Apollonia (Blondé, Picon 2003), which at first seemed to have been
locally made judging from the archaeometrical data including those of
the common wares collected by the excavators (Bouzek et alii 2007),
whereas the quality of the b.g. fine ones, considered of higher standard
than the one of West-Pontic finds, rather led the excavators to interpret
them a priori as imports of North-Aegean origin (Bouzek et alii 2013,
p. 96 infra.).

& On the trading links between Maroneia and the upper Hebros valley,
see Bravo, Chankowski 1999, p. 310-311. Through river course, then
by sea, the transport duration from “Pistiros” to Thasos is estimated of
one month duration after Gotsev 2019, p. 98.

7 Judging from the preponderance of Thasian amphoras put forward by
Bravo, Chankowski 1999, p. 312. Conversely, one must have in mind
that the area of manufacture of jars of Thasian type obviously widely
extended beyond the island across the North-Aegean littoral.
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amphoras of Heraclean type with englyphic stamp, some of
them more or less related to Virginia Grace’ Parmeniskos
Group, overrepresented in the immediate hinterland of
Burgas Gulf, on a site located in the vicinity of the modern
village of Debelt?; 2) one non-Attic variant of black-glazed
fine wares, overrepresented among the finds of the Kalfata
necropolis in Apollonia, thus most likely, if not of local, at
least of close vicinity manufacture®; 3) a range of roof-tiles
and architectural terracottas from Apollonia, some of
them A-stamped??, a device also borne by some tiles from
“Pistiros”, but there flanked by a fan-shaped device of
relief lines'?, thus rather in favour of an imported artefact
from elsewhere®?. Archaeometrical tests have consisted
in comparisons of chemical data with samples of finds of
similar types from “Pistiros”.

The first comparative tests between the West-Pontic
area Apollonia-Mesambria and “Pistiros” were focused on
amphoras finds with englyphic stamp from both the Debelt
area and Apollonia itself. The alternative of a continental
track of delivery expected between them looking a priori
rather uncertain, it appeared rather necessary to complete
the comparative batch of samples Apollonia vs. “Pistiros”
with an additional sortiment of amphoras from the
North-Aegean fringe (Thasos, Abdera, Maroneia, Doriskos).

On the dendrogramme of classification of amphoric
samples [PI. 1], it appears that if, on the whole, samples
ascribable to the Heraclean circle collected both in Debelt
and Apollonia actually form a relatively homogenous
geochemical group within cluster [D]*3, on the other hand
just a single one out of five of those collected in “Pistiros”,
namely PST 14, stamped KAA[...] AlA[...] on neck as well as
with graffito A under the handle. Furthermore, this group,
gathered within cluster [D], appears clearly distinct from
our amphorical references for the North-Aegean littoral
fringe Maroneia/Ainos-Doriskos (clusters A et B)**, which
more secondarily include two additional specimens from
Pistiros: the former (PST 11) bearing a stamp MATPO /
AQPQ, side by side with a representation of helmet or
vine-leaf’®, assigned to Virginia Grace’s Parmeniskos Group;
the latter (PST 10), bearing a handle-stamp with inscription
[...]/ NEOZ. As for cluster [C], it theoretically is out of place
within this setting: only gathering samples of common
wares from Mesambria, we added it only tentatively, for
lack of having at our disposal samples of amphoras from
that site, assumed to be of local manufacture, which would
have allowed us to cross their results with those of other

8 Balabanov 2010 ; id. 2011; Dupont 2023.

° Dupont 2024.

10 Stoyanova 2022, p. 155 Tabl. I, nos. 1 and 6.

% Musil 1996, p. 54 Fig. 3 :7.

2 Bouzek et alii 2013, p. 94, pl. 28 :3.

13 As already previously obtained (Dupont 2023, p. 57 fig. 2, cluster B1).

4 The distinction between two separate clusters being mainly based on
calcium contents — high ones for [A], low ones for [B] —, might well be
here only artificial, the data processing often cutting into two separate
units a too large dispersion of a single chemical element.

5> See Bouzek et alii 2007b, p. 142, n°A.1.

recent archaeometrical contributions®®. Lastly, relegated in
marginal position within one very loose cluster, our two last
samples from Pistiros PST 12 and 13 are raising problems of
different kind: as for the former, consisting in an over-fired
scrap collected on the hearth of a potter’s kiln, even if the
possibility of identifying it as a local product of “Pistiros”
itself appears not at all excluded, it might also be the result
of a great urban fire, either accidental or connected with
war events; as for the latter sample, bearing a no more
decipherable handle-stamp, its interpretation remains
unclear at all.

Such results, focused on the Heraclean circle fit totally
with those already obtained on the general distribution of
amphoric finds?, which have already quite well evidenced
the crushing majority of stamps of North-Aegean origin
(88%) in comparison with those from Heraclea (7%)
and Cnidus (1%).

Concerning our ten samples of black-glazed wares
from “Pistiros”*8, they have displayed no overlap at all
of chemical pattern with the assumed variant of local
manufacture from the Kalfata necropolis of cluster [B]
[PI. 1], but have at first formed a mixed cluster [A] together
with a little fraction of our black-glazed samples from the
Ainos-Doriskos area, thus suggesting a North-Aegean
origin, covering the Hebros estuary. Then, dealing
with atticizing black-glazed wares, we have submitted
additionally these samples of cluster [A] — as usual in such
a case — to a comparison test with Attic references from
the Agora excavations®®, test which proved to be positive.
Conversely, the same samples of black-glazed wares from
“Pistiros” didn’t reveal particular chemical affinities with
the majority of our references for the North-Aegean littoral
[clusters D-E-F-G-H]. In that case, such a predominance
of Attic black-glazed wares together with a few others of
North-Aegean manufacture might yet suggest deliveries
in common up to the Thracian hinterland via the Hebros
course. But, in that case, such a predominance of
black-glazed wares of Attic manufacture within our small
set from Pistiros seems rather connected with our random
selection. Only PST 22 and 25 go off within mini-cluster
[C], differing from both our Attic references and from the
non-Attic black-glazed group from the Kalfata necropolis.

As for our minor lots of black-glazed samples from
Mangalia and Anchialos, concentrated within cluster [l],
they obviously correspond too to the products of local
workshops, distinct from the one of Apollonia, as already
forecast for a long time by the excavators?, even if the
leading role in the breakthrough of such West-Pontic

16 Viz those by Stoyanov 2019.

7 See Tushlova et alii 2010.

8 On the finds of black-glazed vases from “Pistiros”, see Trefny 2013.

9 On the geochemical point of view, black-glazed fine wares of Attic type
are far from forming a homogenous group, so that attributions of origin
are often more or less uncertain. For that reason, we have first of all
based them on reference samples from the Athenian Agora excavations
and matched up the results with those of similar finds of Attic type from
Lycian Xanthos and Megara Hyblaea.

2 Bozkova 1997, p. 15.



The Assumed “Pistiros” Emporion. Preliminary Inquiries About Its Trade Purveyors 135

workshops across the Thracian hinterland still remains
attributed to Apollonia .

Still more uncertain proved to be the comparison
between Apollonia and “Pistiros” in the field of roof-tiles
and architectural terracottas?, for lack of having gathered
at my disposal a suitable amount of samples. Faced with our
thirty samples representative of Apollonia, supplemented
by twelve more from Thasos and Maroneia, the only two
fragments put at our disposal by the Septemvri Museum
both formed on the dendrogramme [PI. Ill] a single cluster
[D] together with four of our specimens from Apollonia,
three others from Thasos and a last one from Maroneia,
thus rather in favour of a North-Aegean origin®. It is
also the case for two other clusters [A] and [B] on the
dendrogramme, within which additional specimens of
roof-tiles and architectural terracottas from Apollonia
appear side by side with others from Thasos and Maroneia,
once again in favour of a Thasian manufacture?*. As for
the greater part of our specimens from Apollonia of local
manufacture, they are concentrated within cluster [C],
mainly gathering tiles, whereas architectural terracottas,
most probably issued from a specialized workshop of
coroplasts, stand apart within marginal mini-cluster [E].

As for architectural terracottas brought to light in
“Pistiros” itself and that we were not allowed to sample,
their standard of quality is reported by the excavators to
surpass definitely the one of West-Pontic finds and parallels
put forward, thus would rather to be assigned to the cities
of the North-Aegean coastal fringe?. In the same way, the
above-mentioned parallel between the stamp [A] struck on
some tiles from Apollonia and the one observed on others
from “Pistiros” doesn’t hold up too: in quadrangular recess
for the former?; oval for the latter, surrounded by a double
fan-shaped pattern?.

In the light of our first stage of archaeometrical
results, it would therefore appear that the site more or
less interpreted initially as “Pistiros”, on the basis of a
rather aleatory inscription, rather than from a hypothetical
West-Pontic purveyor, was mainly receiving its imports,
first of all of amphoras, from the North-Aegean sphere,
viz. from the Thasos-Maroneia fringe, most probably by
inland waterway via the Hebros valley?®

Nevertheless, additional cross-inquiries might well
still have to be envisaged about the impressive lot of finds
of both tiles and architectural terracottas from Mesambria

21 Bozkova 2010, p. 491.

22 On the finds of architectural terracottas from “Pistiros”, see Bouzek
et alii 2013.

2 Even if the remains of a large kiln found there (Gotsev et alii 2011)
confirm the existence of pottery manufacture, at least of common ware
(Bouzek et alii 2013, p. 94).

2 Considering the poor amount of clay sources on Thasos Island,
workshops of both tile-makers and coroplasts were probably coastal
ones, like those producing amphoras (see Picon, Garlan 1986).

% Bouzek, Musil 2007, p. 118.

26 Stoyanova 2022, p. 155 Tabl. I nos. 1 and 6.

27 Musil 1996, p. 54, Fig. 3.7.

28 At least during the favourable periods (see Chankowski 2010, p. 244).

excavations®, of potentially local manufacture too, in order
to separate it clearly from its Apollonian counterpart, not
to mention problems inherent to Mesambria itself, e.g. the
case of the sima type bearing a Mooyog stamp, brought to
light concurrently on some ornamental tiles from Olbia®:
are we faced with an import from Mesambria, with a local
product of Olbia, or are we faced with two separate local
products stamped under the aegis of two homonyms
(officials ? producers ?). In the second case, one might also
presume that Mesambria might have also distributed its
local products towards the Thracian hinterland.

On the whole, at the present stage, amphoras finds
probably represent our best indicator of the trade relations
of ancient “Pistiros” as well as for other sites of the Thracian
hinterland such as Seuthopolis, the amphoras imports of
which, mostly originating from the North-Aegean sphere
(Acanthos, Thasos, Ainos, Samothrace), are three times
more numerous than those attributable to the Pontic area
(Heraclea, Sinop, Tauric Chersonesus)®.

The rather convergent conclusions to which lead the
preliminary attributions of origin of our selection of finds
from the so-called “Pistiros” thus would rather reinforce,
as regards the historical point of view, the general opinion
after which, during the first half of the 4* century B.C., the
Odrysian dynasts continuously endeavoured to maintain
their control between the hinterland transversal Heemos
chain and the Aegean littoral, thus conferring its major
importance on the transit waterway represented by
the Hebros course down to its mouth, bordered by the
important transit port of Ainos.
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Plate I. Dendrogramme of XRF chemical data: “Pistiros” vs. Apollonia: amphoras.
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Plate Il. Dendrogramme of XRF chemical data: “Pistiros” vs. Apollonia: black-glazed wares.
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