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Abstract: The 10"-11% centuries funerary site in Vilcani —Vama is the largest in Banat. The 196 graves uncovered here form the largest necropolis in
the western part of today’s Romania. Most of the graves are orientated — with minor differences — along the W—E axis, although, in some cases, we
registered E=W orientations as well. The deceased were found in heterogeneous positions, primarily their arms. Some animal parts, probably sheep
bones, were placed in the graves as food preparation.

The material culture and ritual practices are both heterogeneous. Some aspects of the material culture have connections with the material culture
of the Late Avar Age, such as the needle case.

Burials with parts of the horses (skull and the four extremities of legs) were documented in ten cases; in four cases only the horse trappings were
deposited in the graves (stirrups, bits, harness buckles).

Grave 113 was radiocarbon-dated to obtain a more precise dating. Thus, the sample from the human skeleton conventionally indicates 1060 + 18.
Calibration using the Oxcal 4.4 Interface program indicates a 95.4% probability that the death occurred between 992 and 1027 and a 68.3% probability
that it occurred between 995 and 1022.

Based on the results of the **C samples taken from the 30-40-year-old individual, as well as the typochronological analysis of the finds, Grave no.
113 was most likely dug in the first quarter of the 11t century, between 995 and 1022. This also means that, based on the available scientific research,
the life course of the adult person began between 960 and 990. In conclusion, his life might have ended sometime between 992 and 1022, but most
likely after 1000.

These data also demonstrate the persistence of the horse burial ritual in the first decades of the 11t century at the Vilcani burial site.

Together, Vidlcani —Vama Grave 113 and sites with similar characteristics, such as Békés — Povadzug, Csanytelek — Dilitor, Sarkadkeresztur —
Csaphati legel, and probably Dabas — Paphegy, Opusztaszer — Kiszner tanya, Tiszabercel — Ujsor, demonstrate that this “prestige phenomenon” was still
relevant in the 11% century, particularly in peripheral (geographical and social meaning) communities that had not yet been deeply affected by Christianity.
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Rezumat: Situl funerar din secolele X—XI de la Vidlcani —Vama, cu cele 196 de morminte descoperite aici, reprezintd cea mai mare necropold medieval
timpurie din Banat. Majoritatea mormintelor sunt orientate — cu mici diferente — pe directia V-E, desi, in unele cazuri, am inregistrat si orientdri E-V.
Defunctii au fost identificati si documentati in pozitii eterogene, in special in ceea ce priveste pozitia bratelor. Unele pdrti de animale, probabil de oaie,
au fost asezate in morminte ca provizie de hrand. Atdt cultura materiald, cdt si practicile rituale sunt eterogene. Anumite aspecte ale culturii materiale,
cum ar fi un tub de os pentru ace, prezintd legdturi cu cultura materiald din perioada tdrzie a epocii avare.

Au fost inregistrate zece cazuri de inmormdntdri in care au fost depuse pdrti de cai (craniul si cele patru extremitdti ale picioarelor), iar in patru
cazuri in morminte au fost depuse doar accesoriile de harnasament (scdrite, zdbale, catarame de chingd/curele?).

Pornind de la problema datdrii mai precise a mormdntului 113, caracterizat de un inventar inexpresiv din punct de vedere cronologic, am propus
verificarea plasdrii sale in timp cu ajutorul metodei radiocarbonului. Proba din scheletul uman din M. 113 indicd in mod conventional 1060 * 18, ceea
ce corespunde unei plasdri cronologice in intervalul 900-1030. Calibrarea in programul Oxcal 4.4. Interface a indicat cu o probabilitate de 95,4% anul
survenirii mortii individului adult—-matur (30—40 de ani) intre 992—1027, respectiv cu o sigurantd de 68,3% intre anii 995-1022. Astfel, pe baza rezultate-
lor **C, putem concluziona cd mormdantul 113 de la Vidlcani a fost sdpat cel mai probabil in primele doud decenii ale secolului al XI-lea. Putem afirma
deci cd individul s-a ndscut undeva intre anii 960 si 990 d.Hr.

Aceste date demonstreazd, de asemenea, cd ritualul de inmormdntare cu resturile calului a continuat sd fie practicat in primele decenii ale
secolului al XI-lea in cazul sitului funerar de la Vdlcani.

Mormdntul 113 de la Vilcani —Vama si mormintele cu ritualuri funerare similare, precum cele de la Békés — Povadzug, Csanytelek — Dilitor,
Sarkadkeresztur — Csaphati legeld si, probabil, Dabas — Paphegy, Opusztaszer — Kiszner tanya, Tiszabercel — Ujsor, demonstreazd cd ,fenomenul de
prestigiu” de inmormdntare a resturilor de cal impreund cu defunctii nu dispdruse in prima parte a secolului al XI-lea, in special in comunitdtile periferice
(in sens geografic si social), care nu fuseserd incd profund influentate de crestinism.
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