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Abstract: Diiden Héyiik is a prehistoric settlement located in the Ayranci District of Karaman Province in south-central Anatolia, Tiirkiye. The settlement,
locally known as Diiden, was first identified in 2022 during the Karaman Prehistoric Survey Project, which aims to document prehistoric occupations in
the region. Surface investigations at the site revealed pottery assemblages displaying Neolithic and Chalcolithic characteristics, together with chipped
stone artefacts and other cultural remains. This study focuses on the pottery assemblage from Diiden HSyiik, which was examined in two main groups
representing Neolithic and Chalcolithic traditions. A total of 24 handmade pottery sherds were analysed for fabric, surface treatment, and morphological
characteristics. Comparative evaluations with stratified and well-dated assemblages from Central Anatolia and the Antalya-Burdur and Beysehir-Sugla
Lakes regions, including Catalhéylik and Erbaba, suggest that part of the assemblage dates to the Late Neolithic period. In addition, a radiocarbon date
obtained from a charred organic sample collected at the settlement yielded a calibrated age range of 4725-4536 BC (94.7% probability), supporting
the proposed chronological framework. The results contribute new data for understanding the Neolithic and Chalcolithic occupation history of Karaman
Province and provide important comparative evidence for evaluating cultural interactions and settlement patterns in south-central Anatolia.
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Rezumat: Diiden Hdyiik este o asezare preistoricd situatd in Districtul Ayranci al Provinciei Karaman din Anatolia central-sudicd, Turcia. Asezarea,
cunoscutd local sub numele de Diiden, a fost identificatd pentru prima datd in 2022 in cadrul Proiectului de Cercetare Preistoricd Karaman, care urmdreste
documentarea ocupatiilor preistorice din regiune. Investigatiile de suprafatd din sit au relevat ansambluri ceramice cu caracteristici neolitice si chalcolitice,
impreund cu artefacte din piatrd cioplitd si alte ramdsite culturale. Acest studiu se concentreazd pe ansamblul ceramic de la Diiden Héylik, care a fost
examinat in cadrul a doud grupe principale reprezentdnd traditiile neolitice si chalcolitice. Un numdr total de 24 de cioburi ceramice lucrate cu ména
au fost analizate din perspectiva pastei, a tratamentului suprafetei si a caracteristicilor morfologice. Evaludrile comparative cu ansambluri stratificate
si bine datate din Anatolia Centrald si din regiunile lacurilor Antalya-Burdur si Beysehir-Sugla, inclusiv Catalhéyiik si Erbaba, sugereazd cd o parte din
ansamblu dateazd din perioada neoliticului tdrziu. In plus, o datare radiocarbon obtinutd dintr-un esantion organic carbonizat colectat din asezare a
furnizat un interval de védrstd calibrat de 4725-4536 1.Hr. (probabilitate 94,7%), sustindnd cadrul cronologic propus. Rezultatele contribuie cu date noi
la intelegerea istoriei ocupatiei neolitice si calcolitice a provinciei Karaman si oferd dovezi comparative importante pentru evaluarea interactiunilor

culturale si a tiparelor de asezare din Anatolia central-sudicd.

INTRODUCTION located in the triangle formed by the Konya Plain and

Volcanic Cappadocia provinces (i.e., Nigde, Aksaray,

Central Anatolia® lies at the strategic crossroads
between eastern and western Tiirkiye and the Mediterranean
coastal zone. This strategic location has enabled the region
to host many archaeological settlements since prehistoric
times. Systematic excavations conducted in settlements
such as Catalhoyik?, Canhasan?, Tepecik-Ciftlik*, Kdsk
Hoyuk®, Asikli Hoyuké, Musular?, Erbaba®, and Suberde?®,
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Nevsehir, and Kayseri provinces), as well as surveys
conducted in the mountainous area north of the Central
Taurus Mountains?®, provide essential data on the region’s
Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods. Furthermore, the
settlements of Bademagaci'!, Hacilar,’? and Kurugay®® in
the Antalya-Burdur region are among other centres that
shed light on the region’s early periods. However, our
knowledge of the region’s early periods remains insufficient
beyond these major settlements. To this end, the Karaman
Prehistoric Survey Project (KAPYAP) was launched in 2022
and continues to this day**. During fieldwork in the districts

1 Hacar 2017, p. 12-23.

1 Duru, Umurtak 2019.

2 Mellaart 1970, p. 8-10.

3 Duru 1994.

14 As a result of archaeological fieldwork along the northern part of the
survey area, stone tool finds that probably belong to the Lower and
Middle Palaeolithic periods, according to their techno-typological

MATERIALE SI CERCETARI ARHEOLOGICE (serie noud), XXIl, 2026, p. 35-51



