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NOTE ON THE COMMON WARES FROM “PISTIROS”

Pierre DUPONTa, Alexandre BARALISb, Alexey GOTSEVc, Emil NANKOVc,  
Vyara PETROVAd, Tsvetelina SLAVKOVAd
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Keywords: Pistiros, Thrace, Greek pottery, 4th c. BC., common wares, determination of origin, XRF lab results 
Abstract: Among the Greek pottery finds from the alleged Pistiros emporion, lab results have evidenced a Thasian origin for one half of the common 
wares brought to light.

Cuvinte‑cheie: Pistiros, Tracia, ceramică greacă, secolul IV BC, articole de uz curent, determinarea originii, rezultate XRF
Rezumat: Printre descoperirile de ceramică greacă provenite din ceea ce se presupune a fi emporionul de la Pistiros, rezultatele analizelor de laborator 
au evidențiat o origine thasiană pentru jumătate din obiectele de uz curent scoase la lumină.

PERIOADA GRECO-ROMANĂ / PÉRIODE GRECO-ROMAINE / GRECO-ROMAN PERIOD

In a recent paper1, having obtained a selection of 
samples of fine wares and transport amphoras from the 
alleged “Pistiros” emporion, we have indicated, through 
archaeometric data, their predominantly Attic (black‑glaze) 
and North‑Aegean (trade‑amphoras) origin rather than that 
of a West‑Pontic facies.

Thus, it appeared it would be advisable to extend 
these preliminary inquiries to the case of common wares 
brought to light concurrently, thus increasing the number 
of samples to 66 items. The aim of this enlargement was 
to test the share of those a priori of local manufacture, as 
interpreted by Jan Bouzek himself2 and evidenced by the 
discovery of only one potter’s kiln3. 

Now, as reflected by the general dendrogram of 
the XRF analysed samples (Pl. I), the share of actual 
common wares themselves separated into two clusters 
[B] and [C], the chemical patterns of which appear a priori 
noncomplementary. Do we face here two distinct locally 
made variants or, at least one of them is an imported 
group? The question had at once to be asked, due to 
the inclusion within the largest of these two clusters of 
common wares ([C]), of two samples of roof‑tiles (PST 
15‒16) for which a North Aegean chemical pattern had 
already been previously evidenced, as well as a third one 
from the upper part of an amphora of Thasian Circle aspect 
(PST 12)4, all three considered a priori by the excavators as 
locally made common wares. 

1	 Dupont et alii 2025.
2	 Bouzek 2007.
3	 Taneva 2013.
4	 The fact that this upper part of an amphora was found within the 

remains of the only potter’s kiln brought to light (Taneva 2013) cannot 
be considered as plainly conclusive, because such a find can well 

Having obtained none of the samples of sherds 
collected from the context of the excavated kiln, and 
no samples from the local clay beds, we had to rely on 
comparisons with external reference groups, to determine 
the exact share of possibly imported groups in comparison 
with locally made ones.  

Considering the dominant Attic share already obtain‑
ed in the light of the data‑processing of fine wares, we have 
also submitted common wares from Pistiros5 to compari‑
sons with our references for Thasos and Maroneia.

The obtained comparative results, illustrated by the 
dendrogram (Pl. II), revealed for our samples of common 
wares from Pistiros a distribution into three separate en‑
tities. The first cluster [A] associates a little more than 
half of them with one of our Thasian reference‑groups, 
also including some specimens of roof‑tiles and archi‑
tectural terracottas, thus gathering the imports from the  
North‑Aegean sphere. It is also the case of a only one of our 
samples which has joined cluster [D3] gathering references 
for Maroneia.

Conversely, the remaining of our wheel‑made 
common wares distributed between clusters [C] and [E], 
and including none of our reference samples from the 
North‑Aegean sphere, may well be interpreted either 
as grouping locally made vessels or imported ones from 
an undetermined origin. As for the last small cluster of 
common wares [E], also not associated with any of our 
North‑Aegean references, it consists of coarse cooking 

be posterior to the period of activity of this potter’s workshop and 
consequently not necessarily ranging among the local products.

5	 Bouzek, 2010b.
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vessels, some of them handmade, thus most probably of 
local manufacture6.

To sum up these preliminary lab results obtained on 
common wares from Pistiros, the main one is obviously 
represented by the Thasian origin evidenced for half of 
them, thus contrasting with the results obtained on the 
finds of fine wares, rather ascribable to Attic manufacture7, 
even though North‑Aegean workshops also produced 
black‑glazed wares8. Also noteworthy appears the similarity 
in the range of products between Pistiros and its Thasian 
supplier, covering from table wares to roof‑tiles, thus 
suggesting that the amount of architectural terracottas 
brought to light may have been supplied by the same 
Thasian workshop, rather than locally made, as assumed 
until now9. As for the route of delivery of these Thasian 
products to the hinterland of Thrace, the fact that samples 
from Doriskos can also be related to our Thasian reference 
group is suggestive of a sail upstream the Hebros Valley.  
Thus, it still remains to be clarified the case of our minor 
second branch [B] of common wares, representing either 
genuine locally made ones or imported items from another, 
still unidentified centre, with Troad and Propontis centres 
ranging among the most potential candidates. 

As for the emporion hypothesis for the alleged 
“Pistiros” settlement, the fact that even common wares 
were imported (either erratically or through a mini 
distribution network?), this would rather fit with the 
hypothesis of steady contacts between Greeks and Thracian 
locals. More instructive about it would be to determine 
by archaeometric studies, the origin of more roof‑tiles, 
said to have covered most of the excavated houses of the 
settlement10. If it turns out that most of them also reveal 
a Thasian chemical pattern, one would then be inclined 
to interpret this as suggesting the North‑Aegean origin of 
their dwellers, thus rather in favour of a context of a settled 
emporion, and better supporting Jan Bouzek’s former 
well‑argued pleas pro it11, instead of the actual reversal 
contra12 trend.

6	 Bouzek 2010.
7	 Thus validating the attribution already assumed by Trefny 2013, p. 41.
8	 However, even if it is the case on Thasos itself, for 29% of locally made 

ones, Attic imports still represent 71% of the black‑glazed wares among 
the finds (Blondé 2000, p. 196).

9	 Bouzek et alii 2013, p. 94. Conversely, p. 96, the much better quality 
of architectonic terracottas leads him to establish a parallel with the 
North‑Aegean sphere, thus surely involving a long stay on site of 
Thasian roofers.

10	 Musil 1996, p. 47.
11	 Bouzek 2007b, see esp. p. 235‒236; Bouzek, Domaradzka 2016, esp.  

p. 12.
12	 See Dimova, Tzochev 2025.
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Documenta Praehistorica – Documenta Praehistorica, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, Department of Archaeology, 

Ljubljana
DolgCluj ‒ Dolgozatok az Erdélyi Nemzeti Múzeum Érem- és Régiségtárából, Kolozsvar
DTKFD ‒ Ankara Üniversitesi Dil ve Tarih–Coğrafya Fakültesi Dergisi
EJA ‒ European Journal of Archaeology
ERAUL ‒ Études et Recherches archéologiques de l’Université de Liège 
ÉtAlex ‒ Études Alexandrines, Centre d’Études Alexandrines
ÉtTrav – Etudes et travaux. Studia i prace. Travaux du Centre d’archéologie méditerranéenne de l’Académie Polonaise 

des Sciences
EurAnt ‒ Eurasia Antiqua. Deutsche Archäologisches Institut, Berlin
FrC ‒ Fragmenta Comica
FolArch ‒ Folia Archaeologica. A Magyar Nemzeti Múzeum Évkönyve. Annales Musei Nationalis Hungarici, Budapest
FSI ‒ Forensic Science International
Germania – Germania. Anzeiger der Römisch-Germanischen Kommission des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts, 

Frankfurt
Geoarchaeology ‒ Geoarchaeology. An International Journal
Hesperia ‒ Hesperia. Journal of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Cambridge
HOMO – HOMO. Journal of Comparative Human Biology, Stuttgart
Human Evolution – Human Evolution, International Institute for Humankind Studies and University of Florence
Ialomița ‒ Ialomița. Studii de cercetări de arheologie, istorie, etnografie și muzeologie, Slobozia
IJO – International Journal of Osteoarchaeology 
Iran ‒ Iran. Journal of the British Institute of Persian Studies
IstMitt ‒ Istanbuler Mitteilungen, Istanbul
Istros – Istros, Muzeul Brăilei, Brăila
IzvestijaVarna ‒ Izvestija na Archeologiceskii Institut, Sofia
JAHA ‒ Journal of Ancient History and Archaeology, Cluj-Napoca
JAnat – Journal of Anatomy
JAS – Journal of Archaeological Science
JAS: Reports - Journal of Archaeological Sciences: Reports
JDAI.AA ‒ Jahrbuch des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts, Archäologischer Anzeiger, Berlin
JFS – Journal of Forensic Sciences
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JHE – Journal of Human Evolution
JRA – Journal of Roman Archaeology
JRGZM – Jahrbuch des Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums Mainz, Mainz
JRS – The Journal of Roman Studies
KST – T. C. Kültür Bakanlığı, Eski Eserler ve Müzeler Genel Müdürlüğü, I. Kazı Sonuçları Toplantısı, Ankara / Republic of 

Turkey, General Directorate of Ancient Monuments and Museums, Ankara, Turkey
LIMC ‒ Lexicon Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae, Zürich, München, Düsseldorf
Litua ‒ Litua, Studii și cercetări, Târgu-Jiu
LRBC – Late Roman Bronze Coinage A.D. 394-498, Londra, 1965: I, The Bronze Coinage of the House of Constantine 

A.D. 324–346 (P. V. Hill, J. P. C. Kent); II, Bronze Roman Imperial Coinage of the Later Empire A.D. 346–498 (R. A. G. 
Carson, J. P. C. Kent).

Macedoniae Acta Archaeologica ‒ Macedonian Archaeological Society, Skopje, Republic of Macedonia
MAMA ‒ Monumenta Asiae Minoris antiqua. Publications of the American Society for Archaeological Research in  

Asia Minor
Marisia – Marisia. Studii şi materiale. Arheologie – Istorie – Etnografie, Târgu Mureş
Marmatia ‒ Muzeul Județean de Istorie și Arheologie Maramureș, Baia Mare
MarNero ‒ Il Mar Nero. Annali di archeologia e storia
MCA – Materiale şi Cercetări Arheologice, Bucureşti
MDOG ‒ Mitteilungen der Deutschen Orient Gesellschaft
MemAnt – Memoria Antiquitatis, Piatra Neamţ
MFMÉ ‒ A Móra Ferenc Múzeum Évkönyve, Szeged
Mousaios – Mousaios. Buletinul Ştiinţific al Muzeului Judeţean Buzău
MuzNaț ‒ Muzeul Național, București
NAC ‒ Numismatica e Antichità Classiche, Lugano-Pregassona
OIP ‒ Oriental Institute Publications, University of Chicago
OJA ‒ Oxford Journal of Archaeology, Oxford
Olba – Mersin University Publications of the Research Center of Cilician Archaeology, Mersin, Turkey
PALMA ‒ Papers on Archaeology of the Leiden Museum of Antiquities, Leiden, Olanda
PAS ‒ Prähistorische Archäologie in Südosteuropa, München-Berlin
PBF – Prähistorische Bronzefunde, Münster
Peuce – Peuce. Studii şi cercetări de istorie şi arheologie, Institutul de Cercetări Eco-Muzeale, Tulcea
Phoenix ‒ Phoenix. The Journal of the Classical Association of Canada
Plural ‒ Journal of the History and Geography Department „Ion Creangă” Pedagogical State University, History, Culture. 

Society. Seria Archaeologica II, Chișinău
PMMB ‒ Publicațiile Muzeului Municipiului București
Pontica – Pontica. Studii şi materiale de istorie, arheologie şi muzeografie, Muzeul de Istorie Naţională şi Arheologie Constanţa
PZ – Präehistorische Zeitschrift, Berlin-Mainz
Quaternary International – Quaternary International. The Journal of the International Union for Quaternary Research
Quaternary Science Reviews ‒ Quaternary Science Reviews. The International Multidisciplinary Research and Review 

Journal
RA ‒ Revue Archéologique, Paris
RAASI – Revista de Arheologie, Antropologie și Studii Interdisciplinare, Institutul de Cercetări Bioarheologice și 

Etnoculturale, Republica Moldova
Radiocarbon – An International Journal of Cosmogenic Isotope Research, Cambridge
RCAN ‒ Revista de Cercetări Arheologice și Numismatice, Muzeul Municipiului București
RevBistr ‒ Revista Bistriței. Complexul Muzeal Bistriţa-Năsăud, Bistriţa
RevMuz – Revista Muzeelor, București
RGZM – Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseums Mainz, Mainz
RIC – The Roman Imperial Coinage, Londra: I2, From 31 BC to AD 69, 1984 (C. H. V. Sutherland); II, Vespasian to Hadrian, 

1926 (H. Mattingly, E. A. Sydenham); II.1, From AD 69–96. Vespasian to Domitian, 2007 (I. A. Carradice, T.V. Buttrey); 
II.3, From AD 117–138. Hadrian, 2019 (R. A. Abdy, P. F. Mittag); III, Antoninus Pius to Commodus, 1930; IV.1, Pertinax 
to Geta, 1968 (H. Mattingly, E. A. Sydenham); IV.2, Macrinus to Pupienus, 1938; IV.3, Gordian III – Uranius Antoninus, 
1949 (H. Mattingly, E. A. Sydenham, C. H. V. Sutherland); V.1, 1927 (reimprimat 1968; P. H. Webb); VII, Constantine 
and Licinius A.D. 313–337, 1966 (P. M. Bruun); VIII, The Family of Constantine I A.D. 337–364, 1981; X, The Divided 
Empire and the Fall of the Western Parts A.D. 395–491, 1994 (J. P. C. Kent)

SAA – Studia Antiqua et Archaeologica, Iaşi
Sargetia ‒ Sargetia. Acta Musei Devensis. Buletinul Muzeului judeţean Hunedoara, Deva
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SAV ‒ Študijné zvesti Archeologicky ústav SAV, Nitra
Sci Rep ‒ Scientific Reports
SCIV(A) – Studii şi Cercetări de Istorie Veche (şi Arheologie), Bucureşti
SCN – Studii şi Cercetări de Numismatică, Bucureşti
Seleucia – Seleucia. Olban Excavations Series
SP – Studii de Preistorie, Bucureşti
SprawArch – Sprawozdania Archeologiczne, Warsaw
SRMKA ‒ Seramik Araştırmaları Dergisi, The Journal of Ceramic Research
StArchBrno – Studia Archaeologica Brunesia, Masaryk University, Brno
Starinar – Starinar. Arheološki institut Beograd
StComPitești – Studii și Comunicări, Seria Istorie, Muzeul Județean Argeș, Pitești
StudCom Satu Mare ‒ Studii şi comunicări Satu Mare
Studia Praehistorica – National Archaeological Institute with Museum of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Syria – Syria. Archéologie, art et histoire. Institut Français du Proche-Orient
Terra Sebus – Terra Sebus. Acta Musei Sabesiensis, Anuarul Muzeului Municipal „Ioan Raica”, Sebeş
Th-D – Thraco-Dacica, București
Thracia ‒ Thracia, Sofia
TIB ‒ Tabula Imperii Byzantini, Wien
Transylvanian Review –Transylvanian Review. Centrul de Studii Transilvane, Cluj-Napoca
TÜBA-AR ‒ TÜBA-AR Türkiye Bilimler Akademisi arkeoloji dergisi (TÜBA-AR Turkish Academy of Sciences Journal of 

Archeology)
UPA – Universitätsforschungen zur Prähistorischen Archäologie, Bonn
VAH – Varia Archaeologica Hungarica V. Redigit Csanád Bálint. Publicationes Instituti Archaeologici Academiae Scientiarum 

Hungaricae, Budapest
Varia Anatolica – Varia Anatolica. L’Institut Français d’Études Anatoliennes, Istanbul
Ziridava – Ziridava. Studia Archaeologica, Arad




